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| Editors of newspapers friendly to the Werxxy 
RiaisTER, are politely requested to give the article 
shat immediately follows two or three insertions, in- 
riting the attention of their readers to it by a short 
glitorial paragraph, in such terms as they think it 
deserves. The tavor will be duly appreciated. 
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Niles’ Weekly Register. 

This work has been published at Baltimore since 
the first of September 1811—and, consequently, 
nkes in a period of the most interesting events 
which have occurred at home or abroad—presenting 
to its possessor a greater quantity of documents and 
facts belonging to the history of America and Eu- 
rope, than ever before was compressed into ane 
work—and, as to things past, a body of matter that 
never can be supplied by any other publication. 

It is printed on a sheet of fine super-royal paper, 
i; octavo—paged and calculated for binding, witha 
complete index for every volume. Each volume 
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bs (taking in the gratuitous supplements) contains 
on, about 450 pages, and there are two volumes per 
‘il. ainum, for five dollars, payable inadvance Adver- 
tisements of all sorts are excluded; and its capa- 
ce, cious pages, and small, but good, type, gets in more 
zh, matter than has before issued from the press in book- 
‘al form, sheet for sheet, in any country. 
ls, Tothose whe have seen and examined the WerEx- } 
Ly Recister, any description of its plan is deemed 
superfluous. Its merits or demerits are seen on the 
128 slightest inspection. And, while, with an honest 
pride, the editor observes that many of the most 
to distinguished characters in the United States, with 
ie= some in Europe and South America, have, with the 
on most flattering encomiums upon him, decidedly 
ite approved of its plan and executior,* there are also 
many that he feels confident would be glad to 
| ees aa 
C+ “Tam decidedly opposed to the system of pufing. 
he But, perhaps, in some cases it may be an act of self- 
no Justice for a man to speak of himself—tn the lan- 
f; guare of ethers. Ihave received, indeed, a liberal 
vs share of compliment, as well as patronage. But the 
he following, from the hero of Erie, received at the 
‘e moment I was writing the paragraph to which this 
al) note belongs, seems so happily to support what is 
d advanced as to the properties of the work, that I 
tf venture to publish it—assured that he will pardon 
the promulgation of what was meant only for my- 
i self, if he shall believe it ean prove benefieial to me. 
é ae had very recently purghased a set of the 
, "OPK, 
d 
* Extract of a letter from Commodore O. H. Perry, to 
yj the Editor of the Weekly Register, dated U.S. ship 
| Java, Newport, January, 1816. 


on me, sir, to offer you my congratulatioas 
success of your labors, which have given to 
y ae colttntrymen an authentic record of events, in 
oor hie shape, at a most interesting period of 
leceive mb i trust that this work will continue to 
iat support whieh it has so richly earned. 
Big Pt sir, the assurance of my respect, and 
€ me to be, your obedient servant, 
©, Hs PERRY.’ 
VOR, | 
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[receive the work, who have yet only distantly hear 
of it, if they have heard of it all: to such, the fol, 
lowing brief outline of its contents is respectfulfy 
offered : 


Tur Reais7TeR CONTAINS: 

1. Az the important public documents. and pa- 
pers of the United States,—civil, military, or mis- 
cellaneous—with a compicie history of the proceed- 
ings of congress,—and, occasionally, the speeches 
of members at length. 

2. Most of the important documents and papers 
of the several states, with notices of the proceed 
ings of their legislatures, onall generally interesting 
occasions. 

3. A great body of foreign documents and papers, 
with a history of foreign events, sufficient to keep 
up an intimate knowledge of what is passing in 
other parts of the world. 

4. Notices ef the history, geography and present 
state and condition of men and things, foreign, 
and domestic—with a particular view to the latter, 
illustrated by numerous laborious tables compiled 
for the work, and original essays and remarka 

5. Biographical sketches of distinguished indivi- 
duals, especially of men eminent for their services 
to the United States. 

6. Many of the important lews of the United 
States, and reports of important law cases, of inté- 
rest to the people at large. 

7. A great number of original articies on politics, 
statistics, manufactures, &c. &c. with exhibitions of 
the resources of states, &c.—their industry and na- 
tural advantages, and the like—on a broad and com- 
prehensive scale. In peltics, itis proper to observe, 
that party questions are excluded, and that nothing 
is inserted with electioncering or local views, while 
personal character is never assailed. The cast of the 
paper is certainly republican—not in the meaning 
of the term as applied to a class of politicians in 
the United States, but on the princip!e of the cons 
stitution thereof; and is decidedly and actively op- 
posed to the principle of monarchy and its friends. 
The advantages of our systcm of government are 
duly appreciated, and the horrors and hypocricies 
of despotism exposed ; that we may love and cleave 
to the republic as the ark of our safoty and happiness. 

8. Essays and facts in almost every department 
of the sciences—with some amusing articles, and a 
record of events,under the head of the “Chronicle,” 
as they occur. | 

However extensive the range tirus stated may aj” 
pear, it is, perhaps, considerably within the scope 
of the work. Theeditor thinks he ventures nething 
when he says, that, in the whole, it affords the most 
perfect co-temporaucous view of men and things 
that ever was published—being compiled with th 
most persevering and unwearied atiention to pre 
serve every thing that may be useful ov ulbaresting. 
And its contents are as well calculated for od pant 
of the union as another—nothing /ocal beirig mtro- 
duced. It is without doubt, the cheapest periodi 
cal work that ever was printed. 2 ne 

The Reorstru, is transinittec by mail, Ms seeure- 
ly packed, to any part of the United Sta engainis 
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sing numbers are eratuitowsty supplied. * 
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COMPLETE. FILES 
May be had as follows : 
for the 4 years, or 8 vols, from Sept. 1811 
to Sept. 1815, 


exira supplements to vols. 5, 7, and 8, | 
1 each 
Yeur m advance to Sept. 1816 


- 


re] 
cS $28 
If desired bound, 873 cents per volume to be add- 
ed, or 7 dollars for the cight volumes, now bound 
und ready for delivery. 
Files, in sheets, nay be scnt to any post office at 
the rate of newspaper postage, but those that are 
bound cannot be sent by mail. They will be for- 
rarded, however, in eitiier case, by any private con- 
vey.nce pointed out, at the risk of the purchaser, 
the cash being paid for them. Money forwarded by 
‘mail is guarantecd safe by the editor, but the post- 
age iscxpected to be paid. Apply to 
H. NILES, ditor, Baltimore, 
ger ERErer re: 


ae a 
Supplement to Vol. TX. 
t is with sincere regret the editor states his be- | 
ef that a supplement to the Oth or present volum- 
of the Wezxkriy RxGIsTeR, is indispensably necessa- 
vy to that perfection it is so earnestly desired this | 
work should have. Gentlemen may csteem the 
honesty of the declaration as they please—but the 
editor cun say, chat his ambition to give value to 
this publication is only a shade different from the 
obiect of subsisting himselfand his family by it— 
and that the proposed supplement is not offered | 
with a view to pecuniary advantages—for, as has 
been before stated, the profits on such extra-sheets 
have not yet repaid the labor and expence bestow 
upen them. ‘The busy times through which we 
lave past, require it. A season of peace will settle 
us down mito a state that will prevent a further ne- 
cessity for a proccdure of the kind, and the editor 
truly hopes that this may be the dust time that he 
shail feei it due to the reputation and character, 
wid the utility of the Wrrxiy Regisrex to publish 
au supplement, at an extra charge. 

Notice is therefore given to subscribers, that a 
supplement of tivelve sheets, to cost one dollar, wiil 
issuc for the 9th, or present, volume of the WEEKLY 
Recisren, as soon atier the close of the volume as 
possibte. Gentiemen wishing to possess it, will have 

.the opperiunity of ordering it when, in March neXi, 
tiicy pay up the current year’s subscription; and these 
whe have already paid in advance, will piease to in- 
Vamaic their desire to have it, as soon as convenient. 

The suppiement will contain, among many things 
“co tedious to mention’—such principal laws of 
the Uniicd States as may be passed by the present 
wession of congress, at the time ii is published;—a 
considerable quanuty of neglected public docu- 
ments and papers, of various descriptions; narra- 
tions of past events, at home and abroad; « mass of 
foreign siate papers, &e. with a journal kepi at P 
ms during the late momentous events th 
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is € ; ere, bya 
disunguisied American, first published in the Rich- 
giond Enquirer, worth, of itself, the whole charge; 
¢ biegewphical sketches, with a body of miscel- 
fany, various and interesting, in every d epartment, in 
which will be mcluded a number of the best poeti- 
eal pieces which the late war gave rise to, All 
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which shall be selected with the most sedulous at- 
icntion to the grand object of wequiring al] possible 
perfection for this work, as a book of reference, in- 








struction and amusement to the people of the United 
States, of every sect and cerdition. 





Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
' GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
At no period of our existence as a nation has yyy 
character stood so deservedly high and our pras- 
pecis been so bright as at present. Single handed 
we have waged a glorious war against a nation of 
all others most able and willing to cripple our com. 
merce, annihilate our navy, and dry up the sources 
of our independence and happiness. An honorable 
peace has broyght with it an abundant commerce. 
which will enable our government to meet all eh 
mands and provide for all probable future wants — 
The navy, which in our contest with Great Britain 
was the first and the last portion of public force 
which covered itself with glory, and the nation as 
with ashield, has, within a few months, carried our 
fame into other nations, and conquered another ene. 
my. Afier liberating our captive fellow-citizens, 
it dictated the terms of peace. The Barbarian pi- 
rates, that for centuries have plundered and extort. 
ed tribute from all Europe, have been humbled by 
the youngest nation of the earth. The crescent of 
the east lias been eclipsed by the rising star of the 
west, and we should be more or less than men, if 
these repeated gallant achievements of our coun- 
trymen at home and abroad, did not make us proud 
of the name of Americans; a pride which it is | +. 
norable to cherish, and which I trust will be che- 
rished, until every man who is entitled to the ap. 
peliation will feel so much of its dignity as to make 
ita respectable passport throughout the world. 
Since the meeting of the last legislature, events 
the most important, exiraordinary and unexpected, 
have agitated and convulsed Eurepe. An individu- 
al, attended by a body guard, confiding in the af: 
fection of the people and the devotion of tle army, 
landed on the shores of France. His naime, the he- 
rald of his glory, was hailed with acclamations; he 
rode as in a trivmphal car to. the capital; not an 
arm nor a voice was raised against him, and he was 
in a few days seated on the throne which a Bourbon 
had hastily abdicated. The sovereigns of Europe 
combinéd against the man whom a nation had wel. 
comed. They poured their armies upon France 
like a mighty torrent, and a singie but sanguinary 
baitle decided the fate of that kingdom, and huried 
from his throne that man whase genius and talents 
had caused kings and empires to forget their haired 
and unite against this mighty one as the common 
enemy of all. The allied armics entered France, 
und compelled her to drink deep of the cup ot 
which she had made others taste. France, the frst 
and most faithful ally of the United States, is de 
vastated and dismembcred by foreign arms, while 
those of her own children, instead of being turned 
agaist the invaders, are emploved in destroying 
each other. United, they would have stemmed the 
tide of invasion and turned back the waters of bit- 
terness upon those who.ave now. consuming their 
means of subsistence, violating the dearest objects 
ofthe love, and turning them from their homes, 
hungry and houseless. As human beings we must 
feel for our fellow men, nor can we help feeing 
acutely for the sorrows and sufferings of those W0® 
stood firmly with us in our day of adversity, WA0 
with their arms assisted to raise, and with their 
blood to cement, the glorious temple which we 
raiscd to independence. Shall those awful dispen- 
sations of Divine Providence pass before us without 
our being deeply impressed with the baleful conse 
quences of being a divided people? We must unite 
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witit and become an united people aguinst all fo- 
reign foes; or (which God forbid) the day may come 
when We, like the people of France, in sack-cloth 
and ashes May weep over the ruins of our ubhappy 
and dismembered country. The page of history 1s 
fill of the mest impressive lessons, but if any one 
«ruth be more repeatedly or impressively illustrated, 
is the necessity of union amongst the people.— 
jet us be wise, and profit by the experience of ages. 
In our late war we had too much of contention, too 
much of division, but, Heaven be praiged, with all 
ourembarrassments and all our drawbacks, a just 
and glorious war has been terminated by an honora- 
ble peace. Long may the peace continue; long may 
thenation repyse in honor and safety on the laurels 
with which our faithful militia, our brave army, and 
gallant navy have profusely strewed the land, the 
ocean and the lakes. The best way to preserve 

eace, is to be prepared for war. We live im an 
eventful age, and duty requires prudent prepara- 
tions to meet those dangers which jealousy, hatred 
and envy may engender. The late war has done 
more to secure the permanence of our republican 

institutions and to establish for us a character a- 
broad, than its most zealous advocates and most 
sanguine friends could have hoped. It has shewn 
usour strength and our weaknesses, and we owe it 
‘) ourselves, @ur posterity and mankind, to profit 
bythe knowledge thus acquired. 

During the late war the soil of this commonwealth 
was never trodden by an hostile foot, yet it had at 
gue time a greater number of miliuia and volunteers 
inthe service of the United Siates than were at 
any time in the field from any other state in the uni- 
on. Our militia and volunteers were actually en- 
gaved with the enemy in Canada, on Lake Erie, at 
Baltimore and elsewhere, and stood ready te repel 
him from the states of New-York and New-Jersey. 
These are proud facts for Peansy!vania, and | could 
not deny myself the gratification of placing them, 
without comment, before our fellow-citizens; not, 
however, without cherishing the hope that they 
muy stimulate to such iegislative proceedings as 
shall make the militia the best and safest, as it must 
always be the surest, instrument for the support of 
hational independence, and the preservation of in- 
ternal tranquility. 

Experience has shewn the futility of the idea of 
converling cvery man intoa soldier. An efficient 
defence must in my judgment be sought in a sebect 
militix, Such a ho always organized, disciplin- 


equal to the expense which ought to be inctitred m 
organizing and equipping avery considerable body 
of select militia. I cannot dismiss this subject 
without declaring my conviction that the late wat 
has manifested the patience under privations, the 
military ardor, and innate courage of our’ fellow-ci- 
tizens. In the south, where difference of language, 
of habit, and even of national prejudices, tended 
to disunite and distract, yet all were, through de- 
licate attentions, sagacity, firmness and super-emi. 
nent qualifications of one of the first heroes of the 
age, made subservient to the general weal, sources 
of the most honorable emulation, and causes of the 
most glorious triumph. 

The reports of the brigade-inspectors made agree- 
ably to law, of the arms, ammunition, military stores 
and camp equipments, in their respective brigades, 
exhibit much valuable property, some of it in such 
a state as to impress the legislature with the neces- 
sity of collecting it into depots where it can re- 
ceive the attention necessary to presesve it from des- 
truciton I would suggest that an arsenal for such 
purposes be built at the seat of government, and 
another.some where near Lake Erie. Of the rifle, 
so destructive to an enemy in the hands of our har- 
dy woodsmen, there are few the property-of the 
state. LIwould recommend the purchase of some, 
and an increase also of field ordnance. 

The loan also of $300,000, directed by a law of 
the last legislnture, to ermble the United States to 
pay the Penasylvania militia and volunteers who had 
been in service the last campaign, was effected as 
soon as practicable: Unfortunately the sum was not 
sufficient to pay all who were entitled, and con- 
gress not having made any appropriation of mynies 
for the payment of militia, some remain unpaid even 
at this late period. If any thing should prevent 
congress from promptly attending to this subject, I 
would recommend an additionai loan to enable 
government to pay those meritorious cilizens who 
are yet unpaid. Legislative exposition is required 
of the law giving additional pay out of the state 
treasury, tc our militia while in the service of the 
United States. It is doubted whether the provision 
of the law extends to and embraces the cuses of 
those of our militia who had been ordered into the 
service, but who were arrested on their march by 
the order of the secretary at war before they arry 
ved at the place of rendezvous. , 

A declaratory law appears uecessary to prevent in 
certain eases a deprivation of the elective franciiise. 





éd and well appointed, can on any emergency be 
promptly brought into the field; and so long as free- 
dom is appreciated and patriotism inherited from a 


brave ancestry, we shali never want abundant ma- 


terials to furm such a force. ‘To attain this desira- 
ble object, it would seem only necessary to add and 
fdster the spirit that animates our youth, by grant- 
ing immunities to those who shall enrol themselves 
inselect corps te serve such a period as may be fix- 
ed by law, holding forth to him who honorably dis- 
Marges his duty, future exemption from service, 
a liberal remuneration for the uniform and accou- 
‘Tements furnished by him, and for the time he shail 
have spent in acquiring the art of war. ft is well 
served, in the fareweil address of the great and 
800d Washington, that “timely disbursements io 
Prepare for danger, frequently prevent gresser dis- 
‘ursements to repel it.” The whole male popula- 
hon between certain ages might be held in reserve, 
enrolled and mustered perhaps once a year. ‘The 
quantity of labor which: would be performed by this 
atter body on those days now spent in attempunyg 
{0 teach them the mibjtary art, would pe m value 


The letter ofthe constitution does not, as is found 
lin practice, secure that invaluable right to all those 
who are believed to be within the spirit of its vita- 
‘rantee tis submitted to your consideration whe- 
ther, under legislative provisions, the qualifications 
necessary to exercise the right of suffrage may not 
be more clearly defined and better secured, than if 
all cases of doubt are left to the decision of irres- 
ponsible officers, whose decisions on similar points 
arc as dissimilar, as are the feclings, prejudices or 
opinions of the different individuals who constitute 
the various election tribunais througbout the stata 
Relieved from the various and complicated duties 
incident io a state of war, the legislature will turn 
more of their attention to the cultivation of the 
artsof peace and the amelioration of such of aw 
jaws as may be found to have any unsound analogy 
io the severity of European policy. First in order, 
and first in the interest of humanity, stands a com- 
pletely revised penal code. The materuuis ia the 
report of the attorney-general, and reporis anc bilts 
of late legislaturés on thus subject, itl, i. is hoped, 
ibe found so ample as greatly to lighten the habur 
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ef graduating a scale of crimes and proportionate , highway is on trial not sustained, it ought for ehy. 
punishments: A system of criminal jurisprudence | ous reasons to be prorided, that the prosecutor sha}j 
which shall, as far as human laws can, shield per-{not be liable for eosts, unless there be évident ma. 
sous and property against outrage or injustice, and| lice and want of probable cause. 
yet be tempered with mercy and mildness, is, lam{ The object in the contemplation of a late legisla. 
confident expected by the christian and philanthro-| ture, m having reported by the judges of the Ste 
pist. In the contemplated system, it is looped, will] preme court, such parts of the English statute Jay 
be intreduced ample provision for the suppression jas are in force in this state, is confidently anticipat. 
of vice. In addition to what on this subject is men-| ed from tbe present general assembly. 
tioned in a communication I had the honor to make| No sufficient reason presents itself to my mind 
to a fo:rmerlegislature, dated December 10th, 1813, | why the trial of issues in fact is imposed on the 
to which I beg leave to refer, permit me to suggest | judges of the supreme court: so much time is there. 
the propriety of preventing, as well the demorali-| by consumed, as makes it impossible for them iy 
zing practice of holding unauthorized fairs, and of|hold the courts of error twice a year. I wouldsug. 
so regulating those that are authorised, as to pre-| gest a provision for the trial and disposal other. 
vent their being scenes of dissipation and vice, rath-{ wise of such causes, and an injunction that the sy. 
er than marts for the purpose of sale and barter,!preme court be held twice a year in each of the s¢. 
as the preventing also the violation of the law against | veral districts of the state. That an allowance by 
lotteries. Its penalties are openly evaded, under }judge must be had before a writ of error or of cer. 
the specious name of “distribution of property;” by jtiorari can issue, proves often derogatory to person. 
this ingenious device, swindling is practised to an/jal liberty. Those writs, because the judge who 
enormous amount. It would in a great measure jallows them has no discretion, might with safety be 
prevent or at Jeast tend to lessen the evils of drun- | sued out from the supreme court and courts of com. 
kenness, ifthe property of habitual drunkards were |mon_ pleas respectively, without such allowance, 
placed in the hands ofirustees, without whose con-jand the affidavits required on those issuing from 
sent debts subsequently contracted by any such/the latter court, might be taken before the protho. 
mentally diseased person, should by law be irre-| notary er before a justice ofthe peace. Arbitrators, 
coverzble. it would seem, agreeably to a decision of the su. 
Frequent and serious reflection has confirmed the|preme court, cannet non-suit a plaintiff. Should 
suggestions mace in the communication above allu-/they not possess this power, so that they may not 
ded to, that the results of forfeited recognizances|be required to try a cause where there is no evi- 
in cases of personal wrong, ought ofright to be ap-|dence? Powers co-extensive with those of the su. 
plied to remuneraie the parties injured; also as tojpreme court to reverse arbitration proceedings, 
tue modification of the sums to be paid for tavern} ought to be vested in the courts of common pleas, 
Reences: provisien to be made to prevent the too| which now seem to be denied to the latter. Under 
fooquent setting aside the verdicts of juries (now | the arbitration law of 1810, the plaintiff appealing 
become more necessary, When new trials are order-| gives bail for the money; but the defendant, who 
ed for reasons having no bearing upon the merits) generally is under tke temptation to appeal for de- 
of the matter in controversy:) respecting larcenies lay, is only required to enfer special bail. This re- 
evimmitted without the state: the inefliciency of the | quires correction. The defendant should certainly 
writ of habeas corpus: the frequent applications for|not appeal with greater facility than the plaintiff. 
pardon, and the want of a court of revision in capi- | The. sureties of sheriffs are now exonerated at the 
tal cases. I beg leave to introduce te your notice! end of two years after the office expires, a period 
aiso, that it fequently oceurs in counties where the too shert for the developement of the varions trans- 
sitting of the court of quarter sessions is limited to; actions incident in many counties to that office. } 
four days, that criminals cannot be sentenced, be-| would recommend that sheriff ’s bonds hereafter to 
exuse a verdict of guilty is not found within tbat,be taken, as respects their sureties, should be of 
period. Imprisonment to the next term is the con-/ force for five years after the expiration ofthe office. 
sequence, costs are incurred and the escape of the| The ambiguity in the 20th section of a law, passed 
criminal hazarded, «For remedy, 1} would recom-/|24th of February 1729—30, entitled “An act for 
mend a coutinuance of that court duriny Ue week] the relief of insolvent debtors within the province 
inwhichit commenced, and a continuance so much/|of Pennsylvania,” declaring whe shail not be elect- 
longer as may be Recessary to completely end by}ed sherifi, has created much difficulty. I would 
verdict and judgment any cause commenced during! recommended the repeal of that section, and the 
wail week. As it frcguently happens that persons|enactment of a law amply guarding the citizen 2 
accused of the higher yrade of eftences arc not ar-|gainst oppression by the officer, and definmg clear- 
rested and secured in time, so thata precept canjly incompatibilities. Sheriffs omitting to retuin 
wauc for holding at the next session a court of oyer |judicial writs at or before the day they are retuma- 
aid terminer, [ would propose that at a court of bie, ought to be personally responsible, unless it 
quarter sessions, the president being present, aj happened from some unavoidable cause. 
eourt cfoyer id terminer and general gaol delive-| The people are frequently subject to laws for 
ty may be epened and held, though no precept for} months before they are promuigated.—This 18 much 
shat purpose may hive been previously issued. 1! complained of and ought to be remedied, by clirect- 
would prepase, also, that seduction be punished as| ing that laws ofa general nature, tuking effect within 
a crimisal offence. Thre law by which persons |six months afier their passage, shall be published im 
wrongfully accused of crimes and misdemeanors are}newspapers. Decisions by courts of law whica 
compelled ¢o pay the costs of their own witnesscs,|/regard acts of assembiy, should be represented to 


is oppressive and dissimilar to the usage in other] the legislature; 2nd uniformity of decision on SIM 








> &-24 
gases. It ought to be provided, that where the re-}iar points would more generally prevail throughout 
turn of ignoramus is made by a grand jury, or where|the siate, if wiitten decisions and ali others of im 
oa triala verdict ofnot guilty is rendered, and the|portance made and pronounced by courts, were 
prosecutor is ordered to pay costs, the juries shalljreported and published. These subjects being a 
respectively determine, whcther the defendant’s|the most part intimately connected with the adml- 


’ . ‘ ° .. ° J e ae » L- 
gpsts shall be paid by the prosecutor or by himself. |nistration of justice, criminal and civil, will, I fee 


ifn dadicument fora Awsanss in p pubs road gr! assured, engage your serious gousis RgMee: 


— 











Mme 














dal}. 
ma. 


sla. 


avy 
ate 


su. 
uld 
10t 
V] 
Sus 
55s 
as, 
ler 
ng 
ho 
de. 


re- 


ily 
iff. 


he 








MLES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—OHIO LEGISLATURE. 


385 








Phe subject of manufactures, from full experience 
during the restrictive system and the war, is now 
so well understood as respects the practicability of 
sivantageously carrying them on, as to the kind 
of goods which may be made and the quality and. 
durability of the articles which have had a fair ex- 

eriment amongst us, that it is deemed unnecessary 
to urge arguments in their support. The general 

overnment, fully aware of the importance of the 
subject, will it is confidently hoped, follow the 
dictates of political wisdom, and prot¢ct our manu- 
fcturers against injurious foreign competition or 
eombination : a contrary course would protract the 
fong and anxiously sought real independence of our 
eountry, and again impose on us a dependence 
gimost colenial.—So far as individual state means 
ean aid national measures for the promotion of this 
and other desirable objects, we may confidently 








pledge the co-dperation of faithful Pennsylvania, 
who we anticipate will soon take a conspicuous and} 


perman.ot Yank amongst manufacturing nations. | 


At né time since the existence of our govern-: 
ment, was the utility and value of inland navigation 
more clearly evinced than curing the late war. The 


reasonable expenditure for the further improvement 
of the state, which the prevailing spirit of liberal 
policy can dictate to a wise and prudent legislature... 

For proof of how little the just and necessary 
war in which the nation has been engaged has- 
obstructed the channels of wealth, and for evidence’ 
of the continued happiness and general prosperity: 
of the state Pennsylvanina exultingly look to the 
many and lately erected monuments of public spirit, 
amongst which are seen, bridges over the Delaware 
and Schuylkill, and four over the bold and rapid 
Susquehannah. Three of them completed within 
three years from the commencement: of the work, 
and the fourth at the seat of government rapidly 
progressing. A bridge is also building at Berg 
wick over the N.E. branch of the Susquehannah. & 


‘turnpike road from Philadelphia by way of Reading- 
ito Sunbury, is extending itself towards Erie,dividing 


the state into two nearly equal triangles. Another 
turnpike road from Philadelphia by way of Lancas- 
ter, is progressing along the southern boundary of 
the state towards Pittsburg, a place which bids fair 
to be the great manufactuting mart of western Ame- 
rica. A general spirit of public and private liberality 


embarrassments, disappointments and losses to the | observable in every section of the state—an un- 
government aid citizens, consequnet from the want ‘paralleled progress of arts and manufactures—vast 
of that mode of intercourse and transportation, for|and valuable agricultural improvements, abundant 


warlike as well as commercial purposes, have been 
s0 manifest, that further excitement than a reference 
to the example and projects of our gistet states and 
other nations is deemed to be useless. It may, 
however, be proper to add, that notwithstanding 
appropriations of near a million of dollars of the 
public treasure durmg a short period, and the 
extraordinary expences of the state during the war, 
our resources are unimpaired, and, united with 
individual wealth and enterprize, are equal to the 
accomplishment of any practicable water communi- 
cation, I presume again to invite your attention to 
those two highly important objects : the connection 
of the waters of the Chesapeake and the Delaware, 
and those of the Susquehanna and the Schuylkill. 
On the subject of education, I regret to say, that 
of the many seminaries throughout the state which 
have been aided by grants from the legislature, few 
have gone into operation on a liberal scale, and those 
are unprosperous for the want of sufficient funds. 
This state of things is probably owing to a too gene- 
ral diffusion of individual support and public bounty; 
‘nd such would not have been the result, if en- 
fowments by the legislature had been more conso- 
lant to the constitution which directs that “the arts 


‘harvests and consequent increase of wealth—these 


indisputable and unerring indications of a pros- 
perous community, are amongst the blessings whicl 
copiously flew from a rational government admi-—- 
nistered hy the people’s agents tor the people’s 
good. May we continue duly to appreciate those 
inestimable principles of religious, civil and politi- 
cal liberty, and to be duly grateful for the favors. 
lavished upon us by him, who is the giver of alt 
good. 

F am persttaded that your sound judgments ané 
pure motives, aided by local knowledge and a 
concentration of public opinion from every part of 
the state, will readily discern and promptly adopt 
those plans which wiil best promote the happiness 
and well being of the commonwealth; and I promise. 
a cheerful co-operation in all measures tending to a 
judicious regulation of our finances, the equal dis- 
tribution of justice, the promotion of useful know-. 
ledge, and generally an inculcation and fostering 
of all the virtues which constitute the strength and 
can alone secure permanence to governments, found- 
ed as are our state and national constitutions on 
the equal rights of man. SIMON SNYDER.. 

Harrisburg, Dec. 8, 1815. 
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and sciences shall be promoted in one or more 


‘eminaries of learning.” While on this subject I) 


| Legislature of Ohio, 


feclit a duty to say, that from various considerations 

and local causes, the injunction, that schools be es- 

tublished throughont the state in such manner that 

the poor may be taught gratis has not been carried 

ito effect, to the extent nor in the liberal spirit of 
t instrument. 


It is with high gratification Irefer the legislature 
the auditor gencral’s exposition of the financial 
Sicems of the commonwealth. So abundant has 
heen Ofr revenue, that of the debt of 300,000 dol- 


} 


“ts, Contracted under an act passed the 25th of 





GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE, 
Gentlemen of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives. 

I congratulate you on the happy change of cireum- 
stances, which has taken piace since the adjourn- 
ment of the last general assembly. It has pleased 
the Almighty Sovereign of the universe, to restore 
peace, with all its blessings, to our beloved country. 





When we retrospect and consider, that we were 


jengaged, single handed, in a war with one of the 


*Oruary 1814, to pay expenses incident to the war, |most powerful nations on earth; that the war was 


this balance could now be paid, but will not be 
ceived before it is due agreeably to the contract. 


1ere remains unextinguished but 45,000 dollars. |waged by that nation with the most vindictive fury ; 


that certain portions of the union, to say the least, 
| . . 
‘were lukewarm in the prosecition of the war; that 


° | . . . 
And we have a well grounded hope soon to extin-/our liberties and independence were menaced ; and 


Ssh the loa to the state of the other 300,000 dol- 


a first above alluded to, without embarrassing 
H¢ treasury, and of meeting also in Cue time any 


in a word, every thing dear to us jeopardized—wiih 
what gratitude should we offer the most sincere 
thanks to Almighty God, for the restoration af fiat 


s 





Rappiced fox. appropriqueus, #8 Well as any probablejhappy state of things which we now enjor. 
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4 The brave men who defended the country in its 
perils and difficulties, who taught an invading foe, 
that freemen know how to defend their rights, have 
a claim to our grateful acknowledginents. 

+ The good people of Ohio may retrospect with 
pleasure. They have throughout the struggle, been 
faithful to themselves and to.their country. They 
have with fidelity discharged their duty to the 
vation. 

Blessed with peace, and already from the fruitful- 
ness of our soil, with an abundance of every thing 
calculated to make life comfortable, let us noi forget 
the Almighty and Bountiful Giver of every good gifi. 

Selected by your fellow citizens for the most im- 
portant purposes, it belongs to you gentlemen, to 
set an example of piety and gratitude to God, and 
industry and moral rectitude in the discharge of the 
highly important duties committed to you. Your 
example will have the*most salutary effect. You 
have the most wide and extended field, gentlemen, 
for the exercise of your talents. You govern and 
direct, under Providence, the destinies of a sove- 
reign and independent. state—one among the most 
flourishing of a great republic. 

. And now that we have peace and leisure to review 
the past and avail ourselves of the lessons experi- 
ence taught us, which must be fresh in the minds 
of every one, it becomes the sacred duty of those 
to whom the people have committed the manage- 
ment of every thing dear to them, to use their best 
exertions to promote the welfare and happiness of 
the state—to develope its resources, whicii are 
traly great,and call them into action—to provide for 
future exigencies by the establishment of funds, 
which may be resorted to in times of difficulty and 
necessity, and for the education and morais of the 
rising and future generations, are duties, whilst they 
are highly important, I am persuaded, will be higi- 
ly pleasing to you. 

li is to be regretted, that the legislature is so re- 
atricted by the constiwution as to be unable to make 
any material change in our judiciary system. I have 
no doubt, but it will im a few years, become abso- 

tely necessary to resort toa connention, to alter 
this part of the constitution, so as to give more ex- 
sensive powers to the legisiature: indeed, with an 
incrcased population and the addition of the new 
gounties which the limiis of the state will justify, 
the present constitutional provision on this subject 
‘cannot, Without ercat difficulties,.be carried into 
effect. © Expericice hiss proved that the present 
system is both expensive and inconvenient. Whe- 
ther anv advantage wiil result from the addition 
of a fourth judge to the supreme court is doubtful. 

Trecommend this subject to your consideration, 
and under any change which may take piace, cannot 
but believe, the legislature wiil see ihe propriciy 
ef increasing the salaries of the judges of the su- 
Breme and circuit courts. 

When we consider the continual intercourse abso- 
futely necessary for the comfort and convenience of 
society, the great importance of good roads which: 
may facilitate this intercourse, must be apparent to 
the most superficial observer. ‘lhe present system 
for improving our roads is in my view of it defective. 
‘The limitation is too great botin as to personal ia- 
bor and taxes. ‘hese are’not well applied, nor ts 


© 
. 





there the proper responsibility. 


to two days in each vear, and the tax io an amount 
not exceeding the county tax. Both should be in- 
creased, when the necessity of the cause may reqittire 
it. The supervisors are the friends and nekhibors 


rexceed the present reeeiy 
The law limits personal labor on the public roads! and appropriation by the legislature. 
jthis view of the application of this fund, 





ef those calted ot to work on the noah, arc chected 


REE te in 
pais 


by them, and when called out it too often happens’ 
that, either from fear of offending or other causes 
the time is spent in idleness, or the little labor 
bestowed misapplied, and if not misapplied falls 
short of what the roads require. It is true the 
law provides for inflicting a sufficient penaity on 
the supervisors who fail to do their duty; but 
from the causes abovementioned, no one will take 
the proper steps to punish delinquents. ‘Thys 
our roads are neglected, and become almost jm. 
passable, to the great injury of the passengers ang 
the public at large. The act gives to the superyj. 
sof no authority to cut timber for the repair of the 
roads ; this power under proper restrictions, is ne. 
cessary. 

The allowance per day as ‘a commutation of labor 
in the place of tax, is too small. I recommend to 
the legislature a revision of the act entitled “4p 
act for opening and regulating roads and highways,” 
and that there be appointed by the court of common 
pleas, supervisors on all the principal roads, at fixed 
periods of time at which they shall be reviewed by 
three freehotders to be appointed by the court, 
whose report shall govern tlie court, as to proceed. 
ings against the road supervisors. I recommend an 
increase of both personal labor and taxes, where ne. 
cessity requires it. Impressed as I am, it becomes 
my duty to recommend to the legislature a change 
in the manner of appropriating the fund arising on 
the sale of pubiic lands, applicable to making and 
improving public roads within the state. 

The distribution of this fund among the counties, 
I am induced to believe is productive of few, if any, 
salutary consequences to the public, except the cir- 
culation of the amount distributed, whiist it is at- 
tended with many of a pernicious nature. The 
moncy goes into the hands of a road commissioner, 
who is not under sufficient responsibility for its ap- 
plicacion, snd expends it with little or no advantage 
tothe public ; for, even if he is faithful, the sum 
is so small as to produce no valuable effect. 

The people, making large caiculations on this 
fund, work on the roads wich reluctance ; and this 
is notall; its equal distribution has become the sub- 
ject of electioneering intrigue. 

I am persuaded that it is only necessary to bring 
to the notice of the legislature the eviis resulting 
from the practice heretofore on this subject, to en- 
sure a remedy, and a more beneficial resuit to the 
people of the stute. 

Of this fund, $172,925 have already been appro- 
priated by the general assembly of Ohio, at different 
umes. I feet confident that it has not left such per 
manent improvements in our roads as we ought to 
expect from the expenditure of so large a sum ; and 
[regret that instead of expending any part of 114 
has been done, the legislature did not vest the 
amount us it Was received in some profitabie stock, 
tue interest on which might also have been invest 
in like siock, untii a capital would have accumulat- 
ed, the inierest on which would have enabled the 
legisiature in «a short time, with the aid of comp4 
nies, io have made permanent and durable the pnt 
pai and most useful roads in the state. It might be 
shewn, thac if this fund had been applicd 45 has 
been meationed, for the last ten year’s, the annus 
terest on it, at this time, miglit be made " 
»ts from ihe United Sute 
I hiave taken 
to siieW ue 
ire. ! 


legislature what may be done with it in futu 
. ikely 


rightly applied. If we examine we results | es 
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to be produced by the congress of the United besa 
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yoad, commencing at Cumberland, in Maryland, and 
yading towards Ohio, it will be found the views 
taken are perfectly correct. 

It is deeply to be regretted, that legislators, like 
individuals, are ‘00 apt to act upon the apparently 
ressing expedient of the moment. We know it is 
not wise in individuals to do so, even for their short 
lives, much less so for a legislature, which.has 
ihe power of governing for succeeding generations. 
If those who have gone before us had been governed 
by expediency, and such a course had »been adopted 
hy those who first emigrated to this continent, to 
say nothing of those to whom, under Providence, 
we are indebted for the liberty and happiness we 
enjoy, may we not imagine that our situation would 
have been widely different ? 

We should emulate the example left us, and con- 
stantly use the best means of extending to future 
generations the blessings we enjoy, with all the ad- 
(iiions in our power. “I recommend to the considera- 
tion of the legislature, should they still deem. it 
best to expend annually the amount received from 
the United States, the propriety in future of appro- 
priating this fund exclusively to the construction 
and repair of Such roads as may be considered by 
than the most important and useful, passing 
throughout the state; and that the same persons 
appomted as supervisors of roads have the applica- 
tion of the money in aid of county funds and labor, 
who shall be under proper responsibility to con- 
struct the roads, and such bridges as are necessary, 
in the most substantial and parmanent manner. 
There is good reason to believe, the improvements 
generally attempted to be made on our roads, are 
so slight as to make it necessary to repeat the at- 
tenpt annually, which is a great loss of time and 
labor, as well as the cause of great inconvenience to 
the community at large. 

It is certainly the province of the general govern- 
ment to adopt such regulations, for national de- 
knce and security, as to it shall appear best calcu- 
lated to promote the general welfare and perpetu- 
ate the union, liberties and happiness of the nation. 
Much, however, is to be done by the state govern- 
ments, They are the pillars gn whigh this beautiful 
tubric, the “world’s last hope,” rests, and so long 
4s each performs its part faithfully, the whole will 
remain firm and unshaken. The war which has just 
cased, affords abundant proof of the truth of this 
Temark.. Jn such of the states as co-operated with 
‘ie national government, in the prosecution of the 
War, the enemy was every where repulsed, with 
scarcely a single exception; on the other hand, 
Where they did not, a different result was produced. 
May we not hope that in future wars, (for we cannot 
‘pect, however desirable, toavoid them) that past 
“Xperience will create a happy bond of union, from 
which, under Providence, the best effects will be 
Produced, 

It is very desirable, indeed, that the general go- 
Yerament should adopt one general effective sys- 
a for the discipline and government of the miii- 
"4 of the whole nation, which would ecnabie it to 
a promptly, in times of necessity, the force 
me dant for defence; and, at the sume time, en- 
fe ek a state of discipline, as to give confidence 

Urns est prospecis of success. 
ae this 18 done, this duty devolves on the state 
Made oe Your predecessors, gentlemen, have 
hunt aitempis to perfect a system for 
state Ati ea and discipline of the militia of tuis 
not ane rom a variety of causes, our militiaseem 
We isht becte such government and discipline as 
‘ST tO -expeot, cr the safety of the conntry re- 


quires. All military government, in the naturé of 
things is despotic—it is unavoidable—one head 
must direct, and the whole. corps, as one hand, 
must act to produce any valuable effect, whether in 
time of war or in peace, when discipline is to be. 
taught. Without strict subordination and punctu- 
ality, no good result can be produced—and to at- 
tempt to infuse into a military code, all the princi- 
ples which govern in civil life, is to do nothing to- 
wards promoting military discipline. Iam aware 
that enjoying civil liberty in its fuilest extent as 
we do, it becomes difficult to inculcate such opin - 
ions, or practice on such principles, yet I am con- 
vinced, under a well regulated militia system, 
with officers who will do their duty, much is to 
be done with men who know how necessary it 
is to be prepared to defend the precious rights 
and liberties they enjoy. The officers first in rank, 
should be the first to set an example of punctuality 
in the performance of their duties, and to excite in 
their respective military corps, that military order, 
without which nothing is to be done effectually. 

From the short time the act entitled ‘An act for 
organizing and disciplining the militia,’ has been in 
force, little opportunity has offered to decide on its 
practical effects. It is, however, in my view of it, 
somewhat defective, and from the best reflections 
L have been able to give the subject, its greatest 
defect is, the want of such provisions as will insure 
its faithful execution on the part of those on whom 
the most important duty devolves. There are other 
causes Which cannot be overlooked: performing, as 
we do, with our own hands, the labor necessary to 
settling a wilderness, the duties, under such cir- 
cumstances absolutely necessary to provide for the 
support of a fumily, leave too little time to become 
perfectly acquainted with military tactics, which 
require much practice, and has become an intricate 
scicnce of itself. 

We possess, however,this great advantage—there 
is scarcely a man in the nation, who docs not know 
low to use fire arms. 

Under these cireumstances, to provide arms with 
the necessary munitions of war and camp equipage, 
so that when wanted, they may be had without de- 
lay, 1s of the highest importance to the state. I: 
cannot be forgotten, that, during the late war, the 
citizens of Ohio who marched to defend their coun- 
try, too ofien were wecks without a tent to protect 
them from the inclemencies of the weather, or a 
kettle to prepare their food. 

The inevitable result of such a ‘state of things, 
has been and always will be, disease and death.— 
Having seen no reason to change my opinion on this 
subject, I must renew to vou, gentlemen, the recom- 
mendation made to the lust legislature, in my mes- 
sage of Dee. 20th, 1814, to provide in such manner 
and at such places as may be «<leemed most expe- 
dient, such quantities of arms, ammunition and 
camp equipage, as may be deemed sufficient to 
meet the emergency. 





Every means withinthe power of the executive, 
have been used under the “act directing the col- 
lection and repairs of public arms and aecoutres 
ments,” to effect the objects thereof; but the act 
of itself is so defective, xs to make it of very little 
use. From the best information obtained on this 


isubject, a great portion of the arms, the preperty 


of this state, have been delivered over to the regu- 
iar troops in the serviceof the United States. No 
appropriation was made at the last session, for either 
the repairs or transportation of such arms as might 
be collected. It is expected that such arrange- 
hments em be made with the United States as wil; 
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put the state in possession of the arms which pro- | 

erly belong toit. In a subsequent communication | 
; will lay before you further information on this 
pubject. 

Blessed by Providence, as the goed people of 
@hio are, with a soil and climate producing in abun- 
dance every thing calculated: to make life comforta- 
ble, evén the poorest class of our fellow-citizens 
with few exceptions, have been able to support 
themselves without being a public charge. 

As the country becomes more thickly inhabited, 
and articles of necessity higher in price, we must 
expeet more will be thrown an the poor list. I 
have examined with much care and reflection the 
‘Act for tbe relief of the peor,’ and am convinced 
that whilst 7t is a very expensive system, its provi- 
sions are not calculated to ensure that humane 
treatment to the wretched, which a grateful sense 
ef the abundant blessings we enjoy, requires at 
eur hands. The overseers of the poor are authoriz- 
ed to contract for the support of the poor, with 
those who will take them on the most reasonable 
terms. <A profit is contemplated by the contractor, 
and mest probably at the.expence.of a being alrca- 
dy rendered miserable by disease and infirmity, 
who, if he complians, wall either not be attended to, 
or fare the worse for it. 

The difficulties too, in obtaining that immediate | 
support absolutely necessary, are made so great, as 
to deter an application. Itis true, it appears just, 
that every district of country should support the 
poor which properiy belongs to it. Yet, however 
correct this may appear in theory, circumstances of-| 
ten occur, which rendera strict adherence to the| 
act, if not impracticable, inhumane. The act pro- 
vides, that where a poor person cannot make it ap- 
pear that he or she is entitled to a residence within 
this state, such poor person is to be removed he- 
vond the limits of this state. I recommend to the 
consideration of the legislature, the propriety of a 
revision of the present system, so as to make the 
whole gountry chargeable with the poor within its 


a oD 
dimits, and that there be purchased in each coun- 


All the aid which it may be in my power to affoya 
you, in the discharge of the highly responsible dy. 
ties you have to perform, will be given with th. 
most sincere pleasure. 

Accept my sincere wishes, that it may please the 
Ruler of the universe to bless the result of your 
deliberations, so as to promote the best interests of 
your constituents, and to extend the true princ;- 
ples of pn ar morality and knowledge, so neces. 
sary to good government and the happiness of man. 
kind. T. WORTHINGTON, 

Chilicothe, Dec. 5, 1815. 


ae 


On the 8th of January the Pennsylvania delegates 
im congress, at Washington City, gavea dinner ty 
Decatur, Stewart, and Biddle—Mr. Roberts in the 
chair. The toasts were American—among them 
were the following. 

The militia of the United States—In peace and 
in war the safeguard of liberty. 

The Navy—Led by heroism and cenducted by 
humanity, it has congucred a wreath of imperisha. 
ble glory. 

The Army—Distinguished for ite gallantry, it has 
dene honor te the American name. 

The union of the states—The rock of our political 
and social happiness. 

The state of Peunsylvania—May she always unite 
simplicity of manners withthe firmness of virtue 
and energy of patriotism. 

By the president. The nation—May it continue 
to exert that energy which in war obtained it res. 
pect abroad and peace at home, in developing the 
immense recources ef prosperity and happiness 
within its reach. 

By Com. Decatur. The state of Pennsylvania— 
powerful and patriotic. 

By Capt. Stewart. The foreign and domestic ene 
mics of the United States—May their machinations 
be restrained within just limits by Constitutional and 
Cannon Law. 

By Capt. Biddle. The local distinctions of ou 
country—May they be remembered enly for the pur: 











ty, a tract of landin some suitable situation, not ex-| 
eceding 200 acres, for the use of the poor, on which} 
such buildings shail be erected as to provide for) 
their comfort, the whole to be under such regula- 
tions and managemeni as the legislature may direct. ' 

At present, there are very few poor in the siate; 
many of the counties having none. Should such a! 
system be adepted, the land which might now be! 
purchased ata low price, would rise in value, and | 
mthe mean iime be put in a state of cultivation, | 
the profits from which would most probably sup-| 
port the poor of the county. | 

Many of the poor received into such an asylum, 
would be able to do somethine towards their own 
support, and at the same time he more comfortable 
aiid less expensive to the cominunity. 

Such has becn the result frem the experience of} 
the neighboring states, which have changed from our | 





system to the one now recotnmended to your con-! 
, . sd — ‘ 
sicleration. 


The “act for the imspection of certain articles! 


therein enumerated,” will claim your attention—it 


well regulated system of inspection will be highIy' 
pencficial to the state. 


merit your notice, during your session, and comin; 
a$ you do, gentlemen, from every part of tie state, 
you bring with you the information, the talents, and 


patriotism which will enable ydu to provide for! 
every forfion of our fellow-eitizers ! 





yer : t 
‘ sivth cause—and that the expences during tha 
is seldom carricd imto effect: I am satisfied a! 


|public, perhaps, would have profited, by Py! 
There are many other important subjects, which | 


29> | 


poses of social mirth and festivity. 

After Com. Decatur, Capt. Stewart, and Capt 
Biddle had retired— 

By the president. Our gallant guests, Com. Deca 
tur, Capt. Stewart, and Capt. Biddle. 

By Major Barker. The new discovery in Astro- 
nomy lately made in the Mediterranean, which takes 
the government of the tide from the moon and gives 
it to the stars. 

By Dr. Darlington. The “Striped Bunting,”— 
May it be the universal and only passport exhibited 
by American seamen. - 

By Mr. Glasgow. Gen. Jackson—The accomplisi, 
ed officer and distinguised hero. 

By Capt. Mullowny. ‘The ocean—May those who 
arrogate to themselves its surface, be transfixed to 
to John Bull’s Guerriere, and like crabe and era; 
jish crawl the bottom to Java. 

Law! It is stated in a Philadelphia paper, tht 
the court for that city and county was then in the 
sixth week of its session, and engaged in trying the 
time, besides room rent, fire wood, &c. had amount 
ed to $2124 90, or 354 15 for each cause! in 

" 


the amounts claimed. But they have got on pret) 
well—we have heard of a court where, for” 
weeks, no business at all was done but to call 
dismiss the jury. It is “glorions” that udges - 
infallible—and that, like supient kings “ter ; 
cdo a wronp.” 
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